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Founder and chairman of Novatec Yachts Taiwan,
Eddy Tao tells his tales in the mighty yacht industry.
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Known in the industry as “Yacht Prince” , Eddy Tao founded his yacht making company and introduced the Novatec brand in

1983, at merely 32 years of age. His originality in design and marketing has scored the company 6 orders in the very first year then

a top brand now. Today we are going to pick his brain for some market insight!
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Q * How did it all begin?

A : Taiwan is an island country surrounded by sea, which
makes yachting and marine leisure two great areas for
business development. Loving what you do is one of the most
important success factors in any profession. I' ve been a yacht
enthusiast for more than 30 years, and | am now on my third
yacht. As a yacht maker and frequent sailor, | can navigate
through most of the waterways around Taiwan with my eyes
closed.
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Q : How have you gone about sailing in the past three
decades?

A - 30 years ago, there was a lot of government restrictions
on open water sailing; you got to have a seemingly legitimate
reason. So | named my first boat "ROC Ocean Weatheric" and
sailed in the name of weather exploration. As the regulation
around sailing opened up in recent years, | started doing the
more enjoyable multiple-stops travel for each trip. But what
matters the most is finding your sailing companions.

Q * Any notable experience visiting foreign yacht clubs?

A - | got to give that one to the VISUN Royal Yacht Club in
Sanya, China, and the Marina Del Ray seaside community in
LA, USA. Both are well-developed mega yacht clubs; you can
really call them 'yacht towns'! They are both excellent examples
of what we could accomplish here in Taiwan.

Q * You mentioned that the Taiwan market is more open now.
What do you think is needed the most?

A The yacht industry can be divided into three sectors;
manufacturing, retailing, and leisure servicing. From historic
data, the yacht industry's investment return averages 10 times
on one dollar. Though we are at a very early stage, our 28 yacht
harbors are already maxing out. Thus, flipping unused fishing
wharfs or establishing new yacht harbors for more docking
spaces through build-operate-transfer project financing is of
primary importance; resources produce retumns.

Q * Is there anything you would like to yell out to the end users?
A © Yachting is much more than a richman's sport. Think
diversification; instead of your usual association to extravagant
bikini party, may | suggest a charitable sail taking kids from
the less fortunate? That | guarantee you would be far more
rewarding.
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@ Do you have a favorite route?

It's ought be the geographically-perfect Tamsui river.

@ Why is Tamsui your preferred pick?

The diversified culture and mixed urbanity along both sides of
riverbank are highly recommended. The best time to enjoy this
route is before sundown.

@ And what would be your must-have onboard?

Casual clothing, wine, desert, and music are your standard
equipment. But, most importantly, bring your cheerful mood!
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Novatec Yachts has dedicated itself in building the most luxurious yacht by cooperating with international and local ship designers,
for both interior and exterior. In a 2014 set-sail event, Novatec debuted Taiwan’s first custom-made commercial grade yacht,
passing China Corporation Register of Shipping certification and licensed by the Ministry of Transportation and Communications
R.O.C., marking the official start of enterprized sailing experience. Novatec’'s Euro Series comes with 52-ft., 58-ft., 78-ft., and 84-ft.

variations, and the exclusive ‘Total Ownership Experience’ service can make yacht owners really king of the sea.
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B www.novatecyachts.com
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